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to them as possible,” says NPR election 
editor Beth Donovan.

When it comes to some kinds of 
political widgets, there may be no rea-
son for stations to reinvent the wheel. 
Several already are available free from 
non-partisan sites for embedding on 
any Web page. TechPresident.com lets 
you post a gizmo that tracks candidates’ 
friends on MySpace.com; MapLight.org 
has a fundraising chart for the top presi-
dential contenders; and WashingtonPost.
com’s issue coverage tracker connects 
candidates with topics using tag clouds, 
which put most-often used words in 

larger fonts. Project Vote Smart is devel-
oping a way for stations to post a list 
of candidates for federal or state offi ces, 
with links to background information 
and records the project has already col-
lected. “We want to make it as easy as 
possible for people to put our infor-
mation on their sites,” says IT director 
Clinton Adams of VoteSmart.org.

Newsrooms seeking ideas for online 
political coverage may also want to take 
look at ExpertVoter.org, with its grid 
of candidate videos organized by name 
and by issue. Think 
you don’t have 

time to develop this kind of content? 
IT professional Gary Stark put the site 
together in his spare time. Where does 
he get the video? From YouTube, of 
course.—Deborah Potter, executive director 
of NewsLab in Washington, is former executive 
director of RTNDF.

Map the Candidates
Want to know where the candidates are spending the most 
time? Check the interactive travel map here: http://www.
mapthecandidates.com/.

More Cool Tools

Tag Clouds
Care to see how political rhetoric has changed over time? scroll 
through the tag clouds at http://chir.ag/phernalia/preztags/ and 
consider using the free code to create your own tagged timeline for 
state or local offi cials.

One Vote Under God
Curious about the role of faith in this year’s presidential campaign? 
Visit the “One Vote Under God” matrix produced by Northwestern’s 
Medill school of Journalism: http://newsinitiative.org/medill/
candidates/.

The Truth-o-Meter
Need to fact-check campaign videos? start with the “truth-o-
meter,” a service from Congressional Quarterly and the st. Peters-
burg times: http://www.politifact.com/truth-o-meter/.

> For more information about how 
RTNDA can help you create 

dynamic political coverage, visit the new 
RTNDA.org, and click on Election 
Coverage under the Popular Picks tab. 


